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The books in Trotter's trilogy, "The Civil War in North Carolina" (the other volumes are "Silk Flags

and Cold Steel: The Piedmont" and "Bushwhackers: The Mountains"), were published as

independent volumes and can be enjoyed as such. But one can't get a good understanding of the

Civil War in North Carolina by reading only about a single region. I strongly suggest that serious

students of the war, or of North Carolina, take time to read the entire trilogy.Aside from John G.

Barrett's "The Civil War in North Carolina," Trotter's trilogy is the only modern comprehensive

account of the war in the Tar Heel state. (See also my review of Barrett's book at .com.) Unlike

Barrett's rather academic, formal approach, Trotter is as concerned with telling some good stories

as he is with documenting North Carolina's role in the war. He includes a fairly extensive

bibliography in each volume, but apparently he relied mainly on published sources, and the

footnotes are very sparse. This is not to say that his work is inaccurate or invalid, but it is hardly the

ultimate account of the war in North Carolina.His geographical division of the three volumes also

presents some problems. Much information about the state's entry into the war and about its poltical

aspects is found in the volume on the Piedmont, "Silk Flags and Cold Steel," but the most important

battles in the first three years of the war -- which had an influence on these political events -- are

covered in "Ironclads and Columbiads." These two volumes also contain many later events that



"interact," for example, the closing battles in March and April of 1865. And some events in

"Bushwhackers" - most notably, Stoneman's cavalry raid in the final weeks of the war - also lap over

into Piedmont.
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